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Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 

Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 
 

The First Sunday of Advent                                      December 1, 2013 
Enter REVERENTLY, Meditate QUIETLY, Worship DEVOUTLY 

Leave GRATEFULLY, Serve Christ FAITHFULLY 
 

The Hymns today are found in the Lutheran Book of Worship (green hymnal) 

 
We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude 
 The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 The Opening Hymn  
  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                     No. 30 LBW 
 The Prayer 
 The Time for Greeting 
  The Announcements 
 The Worship Song 
  “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”       (vs.1,4,5) No. 34 LBW  

  

We Confess Our Sin and Receive God’s Forgiveness 
 The Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness         (on screen) 
 
We Hear God’s Word 
 The Lesson – Romans 13:8-14 

    
8
 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing 

debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has 
fulfilled the law. 

9
 The commandments, “You shall not commit 

adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You 
shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, 
are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 

10
 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love 

is the fulfillment of the law. 
    

11
 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour 

has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, 
because our salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed. 

12
 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. 

So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the 
armor of light. 

13
 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, 

not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality 
and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 

14
 Rather, 

clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think 
about how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 
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 The Gospel – Matthew 24:36-44 
    36

 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

37
 As it 

was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son 
of Man. 

38
For in the days before the flood, people were eating 

and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day 
Noah entered the ark; 

39
 and they knew nothing about what 

would happen until the flood came and took them all away. 
That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

40
 Two 

men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other 
left. 

41
 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will 

be taken and the other left. 
   

42
 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on 

what day your Lord will come. 
43

 But understand this: If the 
owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief 
was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have 
let his house be broken into. 

44
 So you also must be ready, 

because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do 
not expect him. 

 

We Confess Our Faith 
 The Nicene Creed                                                         (on screen) 
 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 
  The Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                         (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Anthem  
  “We Want to Be Ready”                                         Price, Besig 
    The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sermon         “Wake Up!”                    Pastor Jensen 
 The Hymn                                                   
  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                                  No. 25 LBW 
 

We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
   The Words of Institution 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 The Distribution 
       

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Blessing 
 The Benediction 
 The Hymn   
      “Come, Thou Almighty King”                               No. 522 LBW 
 The Postlude  

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Candlelighter: Sierra Tate 

Communion Preparers: Ole & Jackie Skaar, Ron & Susan  
 Kinyon 

Greeters:  Clarion & Doradene Thompson 

Ushers:  Ole & Jackie Skaar, Jacob Chodur, John Rathmacher,  
 Joel Danielson 

Reader:  Judy McIlrath 

Communion Assistants: Judy McIlrath, Steve Skartvedt, Kent  
 Meier 

Communion Helpers: Spencer Dodgen, Krista Mehl  

Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

 

Visitors: We welcome you to worship today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house. Please 
fill out the white card in front of you in the pew rack and place in the 
offering plate. 

 

Holy Communion.  Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion.  In prayerful preparation for the Table, please read and 
fill out the Information Card in front of you and give to an usher as 
you are directed forward. If you are a baptized believer you are 
welcome to participate. As the elements are distributed, please put 
your hand or hands out and let the Deacon place the bread in your 
hand.  This will help them to know who desires the sacrament.  If you 
are unable to come to the front to receive the sacrament, let an usher 
know and the elements will be brought to you.  Parents may bring 
their little ones to the front for a blessing. Please note: There will be 
both wine and grape juice available on each tray during the 
communion distribution.  If you would prefer grape juice, simply point 
to the middle of the tray during the distribution. 
     

 

 
 

Pastor Anenson is attending the installation service today for 
Jonathan Anenson as he officially becomes one of the pastors at 
Lutheran Church of Hope in West Des Moines. He will continue to 
serve one of Hope’s satellite churches called Hope – Des Moines. 
 

The first candle lit on the Advent Wreath is called 
The Prophecy Candle.  It opens up the period that 
anticipates Christmas and honors those who first 
spoke the promiseof the coming Christ child. 



 

Special Congregational Meeting 
 

A special congregational meeting has been called by the church 
council for Sunday, December 8 following the 9:30 worship service. 
The members will vote on the following question. 
 
Shall the Immanuel congregation accept the church council’s 
recommendation to: 

- demolish the Parish House after removing asbestos 
- remove the garage 
- make arrangements for gravel parking and green space 

 

for a cost not to exceed $40,000, with the majority of the funds 
coming from the Thora Kinseth Estate donation? 
 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 241 

 

Today is Food Pantry Sunday. Place your items for the Loaves and 
Fishes Food Pantry in the grocery cart. Checks can be made out to 
Immanuel with a notation for the Food Pantry and can be placed in 
the offering plate. 

 

If you have a prayer need this morning, you may use the back of the 
white card in the pew rack and place the request in the Prayer Box in 
the narthex by the coat rack. You can also submit prayer requests at 
any time on our website: www.immanuelstory.org 

 

Next Sunday will be our monthly Improvement Fund offering. This 
fund is used for capital expenditures to maintain and improve our 
church buildings. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Christmas Eve Services. Everyone is invited to worship the 
newborn king at our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Family 
services at 4:30 P.M. and 8:00 P.M. on Tuesday, December 24. The 
music and words of Christmas will fill our sanctuary. Because of the 
overflowing crowds the past few years, the church council decided to 
have two services again this year. They will be similar except that the 
8:00 P.M. service will also have Holy Communion. Your talents are 
needed for these services. If you would like to have a part in one or 
both of these services by sharing a special vocal or instrumental 
selection or a reading, please call the church office or let Emily 
Anderson know by next Sunday, December 8. 
 
 

Wheelchair Pushers needed. Immanuel is responsible for providing 
wheelchair pushers at Bethany Manor for the worship service each 
Sunday during the month of December. The wheelchair pushers 
need to be at the Bethany Manor Chapel by 9:20 A.M. and will be 
done by 10:45 or 11 A.M. A signup sheet is posted on the narthex 
bulletin board. At least five people are needed each week. 

 

Don’t forget the coffee fellowship in the social hall following the 
worship service today. 

 

The Seasoned Souls group has been asked to decorate the tree 
and sanctuary for the upcoming Christmas season. We will be 
gathering in the sanctuary this Friday, December 6 at 5:30 P.M. After 
we are finished decorating, we will go to the social hall for a soup 
supper. There is a signup on the bulletin board in the narthex for 
those wishing to provide something for the supper. We hope to see 
many of you here for a time of fellowship and socializing. Any 
questions, please call Corine Nordeen or Jaynee Christian. 

 

Christmas Angel Gift Project. Anyone who purchased a gift for the 
Angel Gift Project are reminded that gifts must be returned to the 
church by Monday, December 9.  

 

If you are looking for a good Christmas gift this year, please 
consider one or more of the Immanuel Anniversary Cookbooks or 
CDs. They will be on sale at a reduced price in the narthex each 
Sunday through December 22. 
 
Upcoming Events 

 Our Young Adults and Family Christmas Party will be next 
Sunday, Dec. 8, starting at 4:00. We'll have a "white elephant" gift 
exchange for the adults and an ornament exchange for the kids. (It 
was so fun last year we decided to do it again!) Each adult brings a 
funny wrapped present you'd like to re-gift. Each child brings a 
wrapped, inexpensive ornament to exchange. We'll begin with a 
Christmas devotion and share a potluck supper after the gift 
exchange. See you in the social hall downstairs! 

 

 Bethany Lutheran Church in McCallsburg is holding its annual 
Kumla Dinner and Harvest Sale on Saturday, December 7.  The 
menu includes Kumla and ham, maidrites, green beans, 
applesauce, homemade pies, bars and beverages.  Serving is from 
11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M., with the Harvest Sale beginning at 1:00 
P.M. 
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As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Harold Bolstad is at VA Hospital in Des Moines. 

 All the victims and survivors of the typhoon in the Philippines. 
We praise God for: 

 All His many blessings to us as His people. 

 The gift of himself through the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. 

 

 
 

 
 

High School Youth Activities 

High School Youth Group - I hope everyone had a great 

Thanksgiving!  During the month of December we will be meeting 

from 7:00- 8:30PM! I hope to see you there. Bring a friend!  We will 

be meeting this Wednesday (4th) and then again on the 11th and 18th. 

 

IMPACT - The time of year for the IMPACT Conference is upon us 

again! This year's event will be held at the Coralville Marriott 

December 27th through December 29th.  There will be great music, 

great fun, and great fellowship for everyone!!  The cost is $140 but 

after today it is $165.  If you have any questions please contact me, 

Zachary at 733-4972.  Sign up today! 

 

Middle School Youth Activities 

Middle School Youth Group - Our next gathering time will be 

nextSunday, December 8th from 2:00-3:30 PM. 

 

Attention: Middle School Youth and Parents – Don't forget to sign 

up for the FREE text message service, Remind 101.  We will be using 

this a lot to communicate about all things Middle School Ministry 

here at Immanuel.  If you need information, it is located outside 

Zachary's office.  Thank You!!  
 

December 1 - 8, 2013 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, December 1 - Communion Sunday 
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship 

 

Monday, December 2 
         9:00 A.M. Library Board Meeting 
   
Tuesday, December 3 
 9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 
   

Wednesday, December 4 
 8:30 A.M. Women’s Bible Study 
 6:30 P.M. Junior Choir 
 6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper for Trinity & Confirmation Classes  
 7:00 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Classes  
 7:00 P.M. HS Youth Group  
 7:15 P.M. Senior Choir  
            

Thursday, December 5 
 

Friday, December 6 
        5:30 P.M. Christmas Tree Decorating (Seasoned Souls)  
  

Saturday, December 7 
         8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
 9:00 A.M. Sunday School & Junior Choir practices for 

Christmas program 
 

Sunday, December 8 
 8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 

8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Special Congregational Meeting 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship 

 2:00 P.M. Middle School Youth Group  
 4:00 P.M. Young Adults 

 

 


